Evaluation of nasal reconstruction procedures results.
Before undergoing a reconstructive procedures of the nose most patients ask how they will look postoperatively. Anthropometric measurements of the nose described by Farkas represent standard values. A comparison of pre- and postoperative anthropometric measurements may help to double-check the correctness of intraoperative "eye-balling" measurements with regards to postoperative appearance. Sixty-three patients underwent reconstruction of nasal ala, tip or dorsum. An analysis of standardized pre- and postoperative photographs included measurements of nose width, nose height, nasal tip protrusion, columella width, ala length, intercanthal width, mouth width, philtrum width, upper lip height, lateral upper lip height, cutaneous upper lip height and upper face height. Preoperative measurements were compared to data given by Farkas in young adults. Postoperative changes were evaluated clearly distinguishing between reconstruction of nasal ala, tip and dorsum. All anthropometric indices showed significant differences compared to the Farkas population. There was no significant pre- to postoperative change in any reconstructed region observed, indicating adequate intraoperative measurements. The application of Farkas' anthropometric measurements described in this study showed reliable and objective results and can help to double-check the previous intraoperative measurements. The correct application of these surgical techniques leads to a satisfying and near to normal postoperative look of the patient.